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Now It Is Your Turn

DIRECTIONS: You will need to write the lead to your story. You should set the stage and use an attention getter to keep it interesting. 

Spread _________________________________________________________________________________

Summarize story in a few words___________________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _GoBack]________________________________________________________________________________________

Write your lead in

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
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Wiite the lea

Try beginning the story with o scene-sefting lead, which verbaly paints a picture of a person
or place. Immediately take the reader into the story. Even if the reader is not familiar with fhe
scene you are depicling or ine person you are descibing. his fype of el fond 1o draw
Fimorher fo the siory

> In newswiiting, @ lead consists of one paragraph of fewer than 25 words. In feature
wifing, which is more closely reloted fo the ype of stories that appear in yearbooks, the
lead often s presented in two to three short paragraphs

> Paragraphs are kept short in allforms of journalism because of the way stories are
presented: in relafively narmow columns. Columns, even thase wide by journalistic
stondards, con cause a paragraph of anly two sentences fo appear complex and
unoppeaiing.

 The screams of chilren echoed through ihe house, and his ears began fo ring. No
: matter whot he did, the chidren wouidn't calm down. With three or more hours of
: babysitting 1o go. freshman Mafthew Brignoni fook o deep breath and confinued his
: efforts fo take Care of the kids
- The Legena, 8oone High School. Biftany Hope

Or iry a storytelling lead, one that uses the story of @ parficular person to demonstrate the
experience of many people as another compeling way 1o begin a story. In the inferview.,
questions like “fell me about ...." Or “So what happened when..." tend o elicit this type of
information.

It's Friday after school, and all seven members of the drumiine cram info Josephine
Barojos’ cor. They make if fo her house and form a beeline fo the fridige in search of
 leftovers — hamburgers, cereal, quesadillas. Then junior Aaron Rodarte looks ot the
: time and drops his fork.

: "We're going fo be late,” he announces o the group.

: Being 40 minutes late was about par. Rodarte said. They crammed back inside the car,

anived fo fhe parking lof and huried inside. Once inside the band room. they headed
: straight 1o the drum closets to sef up before changing info their uniforms. B
~Hoofbeats, Burges High School, Tio Gadison

The scene-setfing lead and the storyteling lead differ only siightly. They draw fhe reader
drectly info the story by providing compeling details. The storyteling lead is generally longer
13-4 paragraphs) and includes a quote. The scene-setting lead tends to focus on visual and
ouditory details and s generally 23 paragraphs i length.




